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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 28, 2013 
	MEDIA ADVISORY 
Oklahoma City VA Medical Center to 
Showcase Telehealth Technology

OKLAHOMA CITY - The Oklahoma City VA Medical Center will hold a Telehealth Open House on Jan. 29 from 12:00 - 2:00 p.m. to showcase technology the VA is using to increase access for Veteran health care through the use of secure telecommunications and videoconferencing.
“We offer a variety of programs for our rural or immobile Veterans,” says Tanya Leasure, Oklahoma City VA licensed practical nurse and clinical telehealth technician. “Our goal is to allow these Veterans the same access to medical care as everyone else.” 
Some of the programs include genetic counseling for patients who have reoccurring diseases in their family line and Teleretinal exams for diabetes patients who may have bleeding in their retinas and need to take preventative measure to keep them from losing their eyesight. The most popular use of Telehealth technology is the Telemental counseling programs. This is especially important for Veterans with PTSD that may need regular sessions, but have limited access to the medical center. “Mental health professionals can provide quality care to many Veterans at a VA outpatient clinic that is more convenient and has the same results as if they were sitting in a provider’s office,” says Dr. Leber, chief of psychology services. 
Many programs will launch in 2013, such as TeleMOVE, a program to educate Veterans about exercise and nutrition; diabetes classes; Telederm, a program to detect any skin disorders; smoking cessation classes; education classes for patients with COPD and wellness check-ups. These programs will provide Veterans with the best Telehealth technologies the VA can offer. 
Media is invited to attend the open houses to learn more. 
	AVAILABLE TO PRESS:
	
Tanya Leasure, LPN and Clinical Telehealth Technician

	 WHAT:
	Showcase Telehealth Technology – Oklahoma City VA Medical Center

	 WHEN:
	Tuesday, January 29, 2013 
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. CDT

	 WHERE:
	OKC VA Medical Center
921 NE 13TH Street
Oklahoma City, OK  73104

	###
For additional information about the Oklahoma City VA Medical Center, please visit our website at: http://www.oklahoma.va.gov

	
	






Media Contacts: 
 (
Tara Ricks, Public Affairs 
Specialist
Oklahoma City VA Medical Center 
405-456-3614
Tara.R
icks@va.gov
)Stacy Rine, Public Affairs Officer                                         
Oklahoma City VA Medical Center 
405-388-5460
Stacy.Rine@va.gov                                                              
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